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CERTIFICATE OF THE SECRETARY OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS 

ON THE 


FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 


PROJECT NAME : Cape Wind Project 
PROJECT MUNICIPALITY : Barnstable, Yarmouth, and Federal Waters of Nantucket 

Sound 
PROJECT WATERSHED :Cape 6( lslands 
EOEA NUMBER : 12643 
PROJECT PROPONENT :Cape Wind Associates L1.C 
DATE NOTICED IN MONITOR :February 20,2007 

As Secretary of Environ~nental Affa~rs, I hereby determine that the Final Environmental 
hnpact Report (FEIR) submitted on this project adequately and properly complies with the 
Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (G. L. c. 30, ss. 61-62H) and with its implement~ng 
regulations, 301 CMR 1 l .OO (the "MEPA regulations). 

I believe that an ambitious program of renewable energy development is in the interests 
of the citizens of Massachusetts, and that the Comn~onwealth has an obligation to its citizens to 
promote development of renewable energy. Global climate change, sea level rise, dependence on 
foreign oil, and the health impacts of local and regional air pollution create an urgent need for 
sustainable alternatives to energy produced from fossil fuels. While new technologies are not 
without impacts themselves, these pale in comparison to the scale of impacts that continued 
fossil fuel emissions will have on the environn~ent of Massachusetts. The developnlent of the 
large scale wind farm as proposed is expressly consistent with and will significantly advance the 
Commonwealth's energy policy goals. and will provide immediate and significant benefits to air 
quality and energy reliability in Massachusetts and the Northeast. Overall, the project represents 
a balanced and thoughtful commitnlent to action that will contribute to the long-term 
preservation and enhancement of our environment. 



EOEA# 12643 FEIR Certificate 03/29/07 

For this project, my obligation under MEPA is to ensure that that the impacts of the 
coristruction and operation of the portions of the project within Massachusetts' jurisdiction have 
been adequately avoided, minimized, and mitigated. I find that they have. The proponent has 
provided an extensive assessment of impacts related to the electric transmission cable, the 
portion of the project subject to MEPA jurisdiction, and as explained below has mitigated those 
impacts. To the extent that technical issues associated with the electric transmission cable remaill 
to be addressed. these can be addressed in the state permitting process, as described in detail 
below. 

As for the wind f m  itself, which for the most part lies outside of MEPA jurisdiction, the 
proponent has provided a significant amount of information regarding the wind turbine 
generators ("WTG array") located in federal waters. I note that the Coastal Zone hfanagement 
(CZM) Office must perform a federal consistency review in which it assesses the impact of the 
wind farm upon hlassachusetts coastal waters to detemline whether the project is consistent with 
the commonwealth's enforceable policies. CZM's comment letter notes that there are some 
information gaps that need to be resolved prior to the issuance of CZM's federal consistency 
review. but that CZM expects that the additional infonnation it needs to make an informed 
decision will be provided under the ongoing and comprehensive hlinerals Management Service 
(MMS) review under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). 1 concur with CZM's 
view, and i~istmct the proponent to coordinate closely with CZM to ensure that this information 
is provided to CZM's satisfaction. 

Similarly, several state agencies and public commenters identify several aspects of the 
proponent's environmental analysis of potential impacts of the WTG array in federal waters that 
require additional information and analysis, and I expect that these issues will be addressed in 
greater detail in the Draft EIS to be published by MMS. 

Project Description 

As described in the FEIR, the proposed project involves the development of 130 Wind 
Turbine Generators (WTG) on a grid over approxiinately 25 square miles of sub-tidal area in 
Nantucket Sound known as Horseshoe Shoals. The project will have a maximum potential 
electric o~ltput of approximately 454 megawatts (MW) of renewable power. As currently 
proposed, the hub of each WTG will be 257.5 feet above Mean Lower Low Water (MLLW). with 
a total height LIP to 440 feet above MLLW when rotor systems reach maximum height. The WTG 
array and inter-connecting cables are located in federal waters. 

The project also entails the placement of submarine cables for interconnection of the 
WTGs. The underground cables and portions of the submarine cables are located within 
Massachusetts or in the waters of the Commonwealth. The wind-generated electricity from each 
of the turbines will be transmitted via a 33 kilovolt (kV) submarine transmission cable to the 
Electric Service Platform (ESP) located within the WTG array. The ESP will take the wind 
generated energy from each of the WTGs and transfoml and transmit the electric power to the 






















































